
FAIRBRIDGE FARM SCHOOL BURSARY 

Conditions 
• To be eligible, students must be enrolled in a university, college, or vocational

school.

♦ Financial need will be the main factor for consideration.

Please submit the following: 

• Applicants must either attend an information presentation in the CSS library
OR write a one page essay on some aspect of British Child Migration as it
pertains to the Cowichan Valley Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm School.

♦ Submit two current reference letters

♦ Provide a letter of introduction that explains a little about yourself and your
field of studies.

ONE - BURSARY - $500 
Please apply on SPECIAL APPLICATION FORM 

Include FINANCIAL NEED FORM 

Contact Person 
Pat Skidmore 
5444 Dunster Rd 
Nanaimo, BC V9T 4M8 
pats kid more@shaw.ca 

778-888-6614





The Fairbridge Alumni Bursary 

Society Committee would like to 

know a little more about you. On 

a separate piece of paper, please 

provide us with a letter of 

introduction explaining a little 

about yourself, and your field of 

studies. 

If you are awarded a bursary, we 

would like your permission to 

publish your name in the 

Fairbridge Canada Association's 

Gazette? 

Yes No 
--- ----

I certify the information given is 

true: 

Signature: 

Date: 
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Fairbridge children getling ready fOr work at the Prince 
of Wales Fairbridge Farm School Circa 1940s. 

Visit the Fairbridge Canada Association ,vebsite: 
htm://v,.v.w.fafr.JJrid_gcc'1n�da.�.om/ 

TO ENSURE YOUR BURSARY 

APPLICATION IS COMPLETE, 

USE THE FOLLOWING 

CHECKLIST: 

1) Have you completely filled out page 3 and 4 
of this form?
2)  Did you attend the talk given on the Prince 

of Wales F'airbridge farm School, at CSS or 
did you include a 500 word essay on some 
aspect of British Child Migration?
3) Have you included 2 current reference 

letters with your application, or have you 
instructed your references to mail or email their 
letter of reference to:
Counselling Secretary
Cowichan Secondary School 
csscounsellingsecretary(msd 79. be.ca
4) Have you provided a letter of introduction 
explaining a little about yourself, your needs 
and what your field of studies will be?
5) Send in proof of your tuition payment by the 
deadline: October 15th.

♦ Application received after this cannot be
considered.

♦ Incomplete application packages will be given
less priority than complete applications and
may also result in disqualification.

HAND YOUR BURSARY 

APPLICATION AT THE 

OFFICE BEFORE THE 

SCHOOL'S DEADLINE

WITH ATTENTION TO: 

Counselling Secretary 
Cowichan Senior Secondary School 

Fairbridge Alumni Bursary Society 
Founding Directors 

Philip Field, John Cowans, Keith Han1blett, John Hardy, Thomas 
Speed, Richard Speed and Eunice Nickolls. 

Registered Charily number 088-1593-21 
lncorpormed October I 7, 1989 

Fairbridge Farm School Bursary 

The Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm Day School 

Circa 1940 
Photo courtesy ofFred Harding, aformer British Child Migrant sent to the Prince of Wales Fairhridge 

Farm School in the Cowichan Valley in November 1938. 

Fairbridge Alumni Bursary Society 
Who are the Fairbridge Alumni? 

A unique historical event occurred near Cowichan Station, just south of 
Duncan, on September 25, 1935. It was the arrival of forty-one British Child 

Migrants at the Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm School. This was the first of 

seventeen parties to arrive at the farm school from England. By the time the 

Fairbridge Fann School closed in 1951, a total of 329 children (97 girls and 

232 boys) had spent their childhood at this farm school. Over 95% of the 

children were not orphans. 

However, this Farm School was just one aspect of British Child Migration 

to Canada. The first child migrants arrived in 1833 and the final group of six 
children arrived at this farm school in 1948, giving Canada a 1 15-year history 

of accepting child migrants for their labour. Over 120,000 children were sent 
to Canada during this time. 

The Fairbridge Alumni Bursary Society was set up to provide assistance to 

those in need who seek to improve themselves by furthering their education 
and as a legacy to the 329 children who attended the Prince of Wales 

Fairbridge Farm School. 



WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO 

APPLY FOR A BURSARY? 

All graduating Cowichan 
Secondary School students are 

welcome to apply. 
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You must plan to be enrolled in a 
vocational or training school, college, 
or university after graduating high 
school. 

HOW TO APPLY: 

Fill out pages 3 and 4 of the 

application form and: 

Attend the information session 

on the Prince of Wales Fairbridge 

Farm School and British Child 

Migration to Canada on: 

In the School Library 

OR 

Include a 500 word essay on some 

aspect of British Child Migration 

as it pertained to the Prince of 

Wales Fairbridge Farm School. 

The Counselling Secretary, has 
Information Sheets, which gives a 
choice of essay topics, plus a list of 
websites and books you can look at 

for information on the Prince of 
Wales Fairbridge Farm School. 

THE BURSARY AMOUNT 

There will be one $500.00 Fairbridge 
Fann School Bursary

WHEN TO APPLY 

The application 

deadline is determined 

by Cowichan 

Secondary
See page 4 for the  CHECKLIST 

**IMPORTANT NOTICE** 

THE BURSARY SCHEDULE 

Once you have been accepted at your 
choice of schools AND have paid your 
tuition for the term, please send your 
PROOF OF TUITION PAYMENT by 
the deadline of October 15th. 

Patricia Skidmore 

Fairbridge Alumni Bursary Society 

5444 Dunster Road 

Nanaimo BC V9T 4M8 

patskidmore@shaw.ca 

NOTE: Students awarded a Fairbridge 
Farm School Bursary who wish to defer 
their studies for one year can discuss 
their schedule with Patricia Skidmore. 

APPLICATION FORM 

Fairbridge Farm School Bursary 

Last Name: 

First Name: 

Permanent Address: 

Telephone: 

Email: 

If you are related to a Former 

Fairbridgian, someone who 
attended the Prince of Wales 
Fairbridge Farm School, please 
include their name and your 

relationship to them. 

Please tell us the Post Secondary 
school or institution that you will 
be attending: 

The Program you are enrolled in: 

To ensure your application 

package is complete-you will 

need to have two professional 

people provide current 

reference letters for you. 

Please provide your references' 

names, addresses and phone 
numbers below. 

1) 

2) 

Your two references can give 

you their letters to include with 
your application package, or 
they can send them directly to 
the school: 

Attention: 
Counselling Secretary 
Cowichan Secondary School 
csscounsellingsecretarv(@sd79.bc.ca 

tel: 250-746-4435 ext 212 
fax: 250-746-1561 

Ensure that your references 

are aware of the school's 
deadline:  

3 



Fairbridge Farm School Bursary  
Fairbridge Alumni Bursary Society 

Information Sheet 

Prince of Wales Fair bridge Farm Day School late 1940s 
Photo courtesy of Ken Armstrong (. .. arrived at the Farm School in 1946) 

A unique historical event occurred in British Columbia near Cowichan Station, Vancouver Island on 
September 25th, 1935. It was the arrival of 41 British children, the first of seventeen groups sent from 
the United Kingdom to the Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm School. By the time the Fairbridge Farm 
School closed its doors in 1951, a total of 329 children - 97 girls and 232 boys -had started a different 
life in Canada. 

Over 95% of the children sent to the Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm School were not orphans. Some of 
the children were just 4 years old when they arrived, but most of the children were between the ages of 8 
and 12 years old. The farm school closed in the early 1950's and the minor children still at the farm 
school were sent to foster homes. 

For some it was seen as the very best of luck, but for others, being removed from their country and their 
families and all that was familiar to them, at such a young age, left lifelong scars. 

It is important to Directors of the Fairbridge Alumni Bursary Society that the students applying for the 
Fairbridge Farm School Bursary have some idea of the background and history of the Prince of Wales 
Fairbridge Farm School. As part of the application process for the $500.00 Fairbridge Farm School 
Bursary, we are asking that students, choose ONE of the following: 

1) Attend the information session on the Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm School and British
Child Migration to Canada at Cowichan Secondary School.
OR

2) Write a 500-word essay on some aspect of British Child Migration with the focus on the
Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm School. (http://fairbridgecanada.com/)

Remnants of the former 'Fairbridge Village' can still be seen along the horseshoe shaped Fairbridge 
Drive, about 5 miles south of Duncan. A total of 18 cottages were built, to house up to 12-15 children in 
each. Many of the Fairbridge cottages remain, and today they are used as single-family dwellings. 

The Fairbridge Chapel is also located along Fairbridge Drive. The Fairbridge Chapel Heritage Society 
was established in October 1987. This Society looks after the ongoing restoration, preservation, 

Compiled by Patricia Skidmore. oatskidmore@shaw.ca 
Updated November 2022 














